
Cozby, Methods in Behavioral Research. Sixth Edition. © 1997 Mayfield Publishing Company. #35

Demand Characteristics

• Any aspect of the experiment that informs
subjects about the purpose of the experiment -
specifically, the hypothesis being investigated.

• The fear is that subjects will act to try to
confirm the hypothesis.  The assumption is
that subjects try to be cooperative.

• Researchers may therefore try to disguise the
purpose of the experiment, or study subjects in
such a way that they are not aware that their
behavior is being measured.


